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Abstract: 
Scholars have neglected the privatization of the Internet’s backbone network, despite the obvious signifi -
cance of the U.S. Government turning control over a powerful new communication technology to the 
private sector. Th is paper describes the transition from a government sponsored backbone network to mul-
tiple commercially owned backbone networks. We also analyze the implications of the privatization upon 
the Internet’s governance, competition, and performance. 
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